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Tena koutou katoa Maranatha Christian School Community,  
 
Welcome  back for another term!  
 
We hope you had a blessed couple of weeks with your children. 
Staff spent time during the break taking part in professional 
development and working on assessments and reporting.  We 
were inspired by high quality speakers.  
 
The theme for term 3 is ―God is Love: We trust Him‖.  
Characteristics such as God’s being faithful and trustworthy will 
be explored.  Students will be encouraged to put their trust in 
Him and live a faith -filled life.  I would like testimonies of 
experiences from within the Maranatha Community to be shared 
with staff and students, of trusting God and of His being 
faithful.  It would be great if parents and friends and family could 
share something - in writing, at an assembly, or with a class. 
 
Talking about testimonies, the book that was referred to in the 
last newsletter ―Game On, For the Prize: Testimonies to Inspire‖ 
is now available for only $6.  Please let the office know if you 
would like to order a copy.    
 
Thank you for all your feedback this term re reports, swimming, 
offers of help with camp etc.   It  was great to see so many of you 
at  the parent  teacher interviews/student led conferences.  Also 
great to hear about the ―astounding progress‖ children are 
making with swimming.   I trust the rest of the term goes well for 
everyone.  
 
Ma te atua koe e ti aki, 
Debbie Middleton  



Board of Trustees Connect 
BOT Connect aims to keep you informed of the Board’s roles and responsibilities as 
well as what the Board is doing to ensure we keep on track.   
 
Are we on track?   
At the beginning of the year our annual aims for student achievement were set to 
increase the number of students achieving at or above the National Standards for 
reading and writing.  Specific targets were identified from baseline assessment data 
in 2010.   The mid-year update on targets for student achievement in reading and 
writing show us that the students are well on track to achieve the targets set.  The 
progress made by the students is largely due to the motivation and high level of 
commitment of our teaching staff at Maranatha.  The parents are also to be 
congratulated in partnering with the teaching staff.  The benefits of this partnership 
are evident in the progress and results of our students.  While the teaching staff and 
parents can provide the tools to help our children progress and achieve, the real 
stars are the students themselves.  So to all our students - keep up the sterling 
effort!  
 
Reporting in relation to National Standards  
You will have received the written reports of either achievement or progress for 
your child/ren in relation to the National Standards.  Despite the controversy 
surrounding National Standards, the Board’s stated position with the Ministry of 
Education is one of collaboration. Earlier this year the Board expressed its concerns 
regarding the implementation of National Standards to the Minister of Education, 
the Hon Anne Tolley.  We were pleased that the Minister’s reply to our letter took 
on board our concerns and supported the collaborative approach suggested in our 
letter.   
 
Quote by Plato  
ñDo not train a child to learn by force or harshness; but direct them to it by what 
amuses their minds, so that you may be better able to discover with accuracy the 
peculiar bent of the genius of each.ò 
 
Thank you for praying for us.  We need God’s grace, wisdom and guidance in the 
governing of His school. 
 
Sandy Bhawan, Chair 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees 

 

International Competitions and Assessments for Schools 
—Computer Skills 
 

Congratulations to the following students:  
Aidan Fransen Year 7 Distinction  

Rebekah Tiongson Year 7 Credit  
Kevin Jose Year 5 Credit 
Mysha Bhawan Year 4 Credit  



 

Important Dates: 
Until Friday 19 August  School swimming continues, 10am-12noon 
Friday 12 August Yr7&8 Technology 
Monday 15 August Literacy & Critical Thinking Parent Night  
Tuesday 16 August ICAS Maths 
Tuesday 16 August School Assembly, 2.15pm 
Thursday 18 August Prayer Meeting 9am, Staffroom—All welcome 
Friday 19 August Yr7&8 Technology 
Wed 24 Aug - Sat 27 Aug NIWA Wellington Science Fair  
Tuesday 30 August  Western Zone Netball 
Monday 5 September School Photos 

2012 is approaching! 

New Entrants 

Applications for 2012 will be finalised during October. All sibling applications for 
2012 should have been received by the office by now.  We will be interviewing again 
during October. Applications received after this date cannot be guaranteed a place 
during 2012. 

Leavers 

If your child will be leaving Maranatha at the end of 2011 (other than current Year 
8 students) please notify the office in writing immediately.  Parents are required 
to give one term’s notice of your intention to withdraw your child; however, the 
school would appreciate knowing this information as soon as possible to assist us 
with 2012 roll planning.   

 

School Photos 

School photos will be taken on Monday 5 September.  Order 
and payment envelopes will be sent home this week. Please 
contact the office if you would like a ―Family Photograph‖ 
order envelope. Please ensure they are returned by 9.00am on 
Monday 5 September.  Orders cannot be received after the photos are taken.   All 
students must wear correct winter uniform: jersey, long -sleeved shirt, tie and black 
school shoes (not sports shoes). Also boys must wear uniform shorts or trousers 
and school socks and girls must wear uniform skirt and navy tights or white socks. 

Reading Mileage  Terms 3 & 4 

We need many more parents to support this wonderful opportunity for our children 
to increase their reading skills. Starting Week 4, Monday to Thursday 9 – 9.30, we 
hope to have several parents reading  with selected children, one at a time for 15 
minutes each. This extra boost of daily reading with an adult has made a 
remarkable difference to many children throughout the school. Parents are trained 
in the best way to help the children and are given a manual, ―Pause, Prompt & 
Praise‖ to support this. 
If you are able to contribute to the improvement of reading abilities at Maranatha, 
please contact Myrrh Parlane at myrrhp@maranatha.school.nz as soon as possible. 

mailto:myrrhp@maranatha.school.nz


MARANATHA - WE DID IT!!!!!  
Last term the 40 Hour Famine Missions and Ministries group set the target of 
raising $9000 through this year’s 40-Hour Famine. It seemed like an impossible 
target to reach but with everyone working together we have raised $9166! This 
figure may yet go up if there are online payments that we haven’t accounted 
for.  This money is enough to buy seeds in East Timor, so that 2291 children are 
able to have food for an entire year. Thank you to everyone for your contribution;  
it is an amazing opportunity to bring hope into the lives of those less fortunate than 
us. GREAT WORK EVERYONE! http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?
search=Matthew%2025:35%20-%2040&version=MSG 
 
 
MISSIONS AND MINISTRIES - Term 2 2011  

As you are all  aware, all students were involved in the Missions 
and Ministries programme last term. We had a large variety of 
groups and each group learnt a few new things while having an 
opportunity to serve the wider community. After the final prize 
giving last year, a representative from the Hutt City Council 
commented that there is a sparkle of hope amongst our students.  
I believe this is a powerful testimony to the community around us 
and it is encouraging to see the students sharing this hope with the 
wider community through Missions and Ministries.  We look 

forward to the possible ways that we can continue to bless the community in Term 
Four. Thank you to all those people who volunteered and gave up their time and 
expertise to make this programme happen.  May the Lord richly bless you. 
 
 
MARANATHA SHORT FILM COMPETITION 
A reminder that you have 5.5 weeks to get your entries in for the 
short film competition.  This is an exciting new opportunity for 
families to work together in a fun and creative way.  If you need 
any help with this please feel free to ask your classroom teacher. 

Swimming 
We are into our second week of swimming and it is 
going really well. I know some children have been sick 
and unable to swim some of the time, but they are 
doing great.  
Thank you for the positive feedback we have received from our parents. We have 
also had nothing but praise from the swimming instructors over the progress and 
good behaviour of our children. Teachers have also commented positively on the 
running of the programme and the quality of instruction. The pool staff have been 
very helpful and supportive.  
We follow a water safety programme next week which will include kayaking, boat 
recovery, life jackets and aqua aerobics, snorkelling, and clothes and aides.  
Mr Viljoen  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2025:35%20-%2040&version=MSG
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2025:35%20-%2040&version=MSG




LISTENING SKILLS 
 
Teachers came back from the New Zealand Association of Christian Schools  
conference reminded of the importance of good listening skills.  
Most of  our students scored average to above average in the PAT Listening tests.  Howev-
er, in  everyday life we all need to work on our listening skills.   The following excerpt 
summarises how we can role model good listening skills: 
 
―Being an Active Listener: 
 
     Pay attention.  

Give the speaker your undivided attention, and acknowledge the message. 
Recognize that non-verbal communication also "speaks" loudly.  
 
Look at the speaker directly. 
Put aside distracting thoughts.  
Avoid being distracted by environmental factors.  
"Listen" to the speaker's body language. 
Refrain from side conversations when listening in a group setting.  

 
Show that you are listening. 
Use your own body language and gestures to convey your attention.  
 
Nod occasionally. 
Smile and use other facial expressions. 
Note your posture and make sure it is open and inviting. 
Encourage the speaker to continue with small verbal comments like yes, 

and uh huh. 
 
Provide feedback.  
Our personal filters, assumptions, judgments, and beliefs can distort what we 
hear. As a listener, your role is to understand what is being said. This may re-
quire you to reflect what is being said and ask questions.  
 
Reflect what has been said by paraphrasing. "What I'm hearing is..." and 

"Sounds like you are saying..." are great ways to reflect back. 
Ask questions to clarify certain points. "What do you mean when you 
say…?" "Is this what you mean?" 

Summarize the speaker's comments periodically.‖ 
 
 

From: Mind Tools Ltd  
 



Parking at Maranatha: 

Cars are to park on the Upper Court.  Park close together, 
maximizing spaces available for all drivers.   

The school has been approached by a concerned Hill Road 
resident about cars parking where the road is narrow.  
Please only park 2 –3 cars on the road outside the school.  
We will trial allowing a few cars to park in the driveway down to the lower court. 
Please follow the Road Patrol students’ directions.  When collecting children in the 
afternoon please either stagger your time of arrival, or park further down Hill Road, 
for example near Park Hill Reserve.  

Students are to stay in the inner courtyard until their guardian comes to collect 
them  from there.   

Once students are collected, please ensure they stay with you all the time.  Please 
leave promptly.   It is very busy with cars coming and going, which presents a 
hazard to children’s safety when they are walking to their vehicles.  Please be 
vigilant in not allowing your children to move unaccompanied outside the inner 
courtyard and on the road.  

A reminder about your speed… 

The Hill Road Community group have asked that our parent community be 
reminded to watch your speed when travelling up and down Hill Road.  Parents/ 
caregivers have been observed speeding, and residents are concerned for the safety 
of pedestrians, cyclists and other road users.  Thank you. 

A Tool for Sharing the Gospel 

Testimonies to Inspire by Myan Subrayan 

This book is now available for $6  

It has the testimonies of:    former All Blacks Bull Allen, 
Eroni Clarke and Inga Tuigamala; former England 
captain Jason Robinson; former Wallabies captain Nick 
Farr Jones, and current Springbok Pierre Spies. 

It covers key areas pertinent for everyone :  

 • Dangers of alcohol consumption,  
 • Staying pure and avoiding sex before marriage,  
 • Obeying God’s Word, 
 • The difference made by following God, as opposed to 
living in the world,  
 • Overcoming peer pressure, 
 • Living out your faith despite what others may say 

Contact the office if you are interested in ordering a copy. 



Ronald McDonald Road Safety Programme 

Ronald McDonald visited Maranatha Christian School to talk to Rooms 1-3 about 
road safety awareness on Tuesday 9 August. 

Children learnt that it is very important to STOP, LOOK and LISTEN when you 
cross the road, to walk on the house side of the footpath to keep safe and to ―make 
it click‖ when you get in your car. 



SPARC  - 2011 Young Peoples Survey 

Our school has agreed to take part in a Sport and 
Recreation New Zealand (SPARC) survey in term 3 this 
year, and some of our students (potentially your child/
children) will be asked to fill in a questionnaire about their 
sport and recreational activities. Some parents of year 1 
and 2 students may also be invited to participate. 

SPARC want young New Zealanders to develop a love of 
sport and recreation that leads to lifelong participation. To 
do this it is critical that SPARC understand their current 
experiences and future needs. It is ten years since SPARC collected 
comprehensive information about young people (5 to 18-year-olds), so an 
update is well overdue. SPARC also need to know how to support schools 
and teachers better. They will be sharing the findings with their partners and 
other government agencies, to improve opportunities for young people to 
enjoy the many benefits of taking part in sport and recreation.  

It is important to note that participation is voluntary, and students will be given 
the opportunity to ask questions before they decide whether or not to take 
part. All responses are confidential, and they will not be asked for any 
identifying information (e.g. they wonôt be asked for their name, date of birth 
etc). 

Information will be handled in a secure and safe way. The information from 
our school will be grouped together with students from other schools, this may 
be at a regional and/or national level. Some of the information will also be 
grouped together for our school.   

As a ñthank youò for our participation the school will receive a $100 voucher 
for sports equipment and a prize draw for one of four visits to a school by a 
sports personality. 

If you have any questions about this survey, you can contact Kay Haughey, 
SPARCôs YPS Project Manager at yps@sparc.org.nz. 

If you do not wish your child/children to participate in the 
instance they are selected please e-mail 
yps.info.newzealand@Synovate.com. 



  

Letter from the Ministry of Health 

9 August 2011 
  

The measles outbreaks in Auckland and Waikato are mainly affecting unimmunised school children.  
  
By 8 August, 175 measles cases had been reported this year, including 19 who needed hospital treatment. Most cases 

were in the Auckland region, although 24 cases were reported in Hawkeôs Bay this year. In the past week, 12 cases 

have been reported in the Waikato region, mainly around Te Awamutu.  
  

Measles symptoms 
Measles is a highly infectious disease and is more serious than many people realise. Symptoms include fever, cough, 

red eyes and a runny nose, and then a rash which develops after about three days. Complications can include middle 

ear infections, pneumonia, and, more rarely, encephalitis or brain inflammation.  About one in ten people infected 

need to be hospitalised. 
  
The best measles prevention is the measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) vaccine which is free for all New Zealand 

children. 

  

What schools can do 
Prevent measles from spreading by: 
Telling staff, parents and caregivers about the measles outbreaks and that measles may spread to other parts of the 

country.  

Ask parents and caregivers to make sure that their childrenôs immunisations are up-to-date.  Staff born during 

or after 1969 should also be vaccinated for measles. 

  

People with measles must stay home 
Any student or teacher with measles must stay away from school for seven days from the appearance of the rash and 

until recovery, depending on the advice of the medical officer of health. Unimmunised students, or those with no im-

munity to measles, who have been in close contact with a measles case during the infectious stages should stay away 

from school for 14 days from their last contact.  This requirement is under the Health (Infectious and Notifiable Dis-

eases) Regulations 1966 (Regulation 14).  These exclusions also apply to students taking part in sporting 

events.  Please follow the advice of the medical officer of health. 
  

More information  

  
Visit the Ministry of Health website http://www.moh.govt.nz or the Immunisation Advisory Centre website http://

www.immune.org.nz. 

 You can also phone the Immunisation Advisory Centre toll-free line 0800 IMMUNE (0800 466 863) for advice. 
  
If you would like to discuss these issues, please contact your local public health service. You can find more infor-

mation at http://www.moh.govt.nz/moh.nsf/indexmh/contact-us-public-health-services. 

  
Thank you for your support. 
  

Yours sincerely 
  
  
Dr Mark Jacobs 
Director of Public Health  

Ministry of Health 

http://www.moh.govt.nz/
http://www.immune.org.nz/
http://www.immune.org.nz/
http://www.moh.govt.nz/moh.nsf/indexmh/contact-us-public-health-services

