PARENTS NEWSLETTER
TERM 4, WEEK 10
17 December 2019
Tēnā koutou katoa
Hark the herald angels sing, glory to the new-born king!
The 2019 school year has come to an end, and what a year it has been!
At this time of the year, we pause to celebrate what God has done at His school during 2019
and the journey of those students who will be leaving Maranatha at the end of the year.
Recent images…

Year 8 Graduation Evening, Prizegiving & MCS Christmas Service at Shona McFarlane

Yesterday, we were blessed with the opportunity to lead a Christmas Service at the Shona
McFarlane Retirement Village. Our choir sang, and led the residents in singing Christmas
Carols, the dance ministry performed and I had the privilege of sharing a message of God’s
love. I look forward to what God has in store for us in 2020 as our outreach ministry continues
to grow.
I would like to thank all who attended our Prizegiving last week. What an amazing evening of
celebration and time together as family. I was especially moved by the words of Brooke and
Ben (from Kotare class), during their opening prayer…
“Lord, we thank you for the blessing of Maranatha Christian School. Tonight there will be
students who will be recognised, we thank you for them. We also pray for those who don’t get
awards. We pray that you will lift their hearts, and let them know that they have done their
best.”
“Lord, we pray for those leaving the school, that they may keep on growing in their faith,
wherever they may go.”
The demonstration of Love, Integrity, Faith and Excellence from all students was obvious.
You can be assured that God’s school equips students to walk as confident Christians in the
world as we grow Christ-centred Learners & Leaders!
This is what God’s family is all about…. this is our point of difference!
Have a very blessed Christmas and New Year.

Meri Kirihimete
In His love
Steve Farrand
Principal

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of
grace and truth.” John 1:14 (NIV)
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IMPORTANT LAST DAY INFORMATION
FREE MUFTI DAY TOMORROW
SCHOOL FINISHES AT 1.00 PM - PICK-UP FROM 12.30 PM
BUS DEPARTS MARANATHA AT 1.00 PM

2020 Term Dates
Term 1:
Term 2:
Term 3:
Term 4:

Tuesday, 4 February - Thursday, 9 April
Tuesday, 28 April - Friday, 3 July
Monday, 20 July - Friday, 25 September
Monday, 12 October - Wednesday, 16 December

L.I.F.E. Award Certificates
Congratulations to the following children who received LIFE Awards at our
assembly on Wednesday 11th
December:
Renay J - Excellence
George B - Love
Luther F - Love
Lauren M - Excellence
Zeb W - Excellence
Edith Z - Excellence
Grace H - Love
Milan E - Faith
Ashley T - Excellence
Penny F - Love
Talya S - Love
Krisnan I - Excellence
Kayla KB - Love

L.I.F.E.

A L.I.F.E. in Christ is the basis of our values

Love:

We love as God loves us

Integrity:

We live by the example set by Christ

Faith:

We believe and trust God for all things

Excellence:

We aim high, doing our best for God
and His Kingdom

Summer Reading
Although the school library does not issue books over the holiday
time, it is very important that children maintain their reading
levels over the long break. A good way of doing this is with the
Hutt City Libraries ‘The Big Read’. Check out this link for more
information: https://library.huttcity.govt.nz/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/
MSGTRN/OPAC/BigRead2019

PRIZEGIVING 2019

Check out our Facebook page shortly for more
Prizegiving photos taken by our wonderful
photographer, Sarah Hamilton!

On Monday the Choir and Dance Group performed at the Shona McFarlane
Retirement Village. Mr Farrand was also given the wonderful opportunity to
present the Word of God prior to the performance! What a blessing to be
witnesses in our community.

Thank you for your support this year!
So far we have raised $8,555 which is
a fantastic amount and only $1,445
short of our target of $10,000 for a
new classroom!!
Please continue to fundraise at home
over the holidays to help us reach our
target! You can support this through
the Givealittle Page by clicking
HERE.

Public Notices
Thinking of Selling? Talk to Tony!
Tony Pitiroi has been gifting $250 from every house he sells to Maranatha over
the past four years—we are truly blessed to have received these gifts. Please
give Tony a call on
021 562 564 if you are considering selling. Thank you Tony!
Hutt City Libraries Summer Reading Challenge 2019-20
 International research shows the 'summer slide' (where reading gains slip over the long summer

holidays) is a major barrier to ongoing literacy achievement
Tamariki who have access to books and learning experiences during the long holidays show less of a
decrease (or even an improvement!) in their reading levels when they return to kura/school
 The Big Read motivates tamariki to read books and participate in activities. Our friendly librarians
are always available to provide support


Any child aged 0-12 years can sign up for the challenge at any of our eight Hutt City Libraries from 1
December. The entire whānau can join in, this year we have The Little Read for ages 0-5 years; The Big
Read for ages 5-12; and Explore, Read, Relax for rangatahi and adults. It’s a great way to support your
child’s reading and help them maintain the reading achievements they have made throughout the school
year, even while on holiday!

More details at library.huttcity.govt.nz and at all Hutt City Libraries.
Grand Training Holiday/After School Programmes
Come along and learn valuable skills at Grand Training. We specialise in helping children with information
technology and mathematics. If you want to learn to send a secret message, or build a game, or make cool posters
and documents, then we would love to have you along. Check out our website www.grandtraining.co.nz for details
School Holiday Computer Classes and Minecraft Parties.
Small classes for ages 5+ in Minecraft, Learn to Code in Scratch, Python or Java, Web Design, Animation, 3D
Game Design and more. Also weekend 2½ hour Minecraft parties. For more details visit grandtraining.co.nz or call
499‑2211.

RAROA MUSIC CENTRE 2020 REGISTRATION
Raroa Music Centre offers Saturday morning group music lessons for primary school children at
low cost. We still have availability for students in music basics, cello, clarinet, drums, flute,
recorder, saxophone, ukulele, and violin. To enrol for 2020 visit our website and enrol
online. Enrolments close 8 February 2020. https://www.raroamusic.org.nz/
Child car seat recycling in Lower Hutt
Recycling isn't limited to the paper, glass, tins and plastic you put in your recycling bin each week.
In Lower Hutt parents and caregivers can recycle their damaged, expired or unwanted child car seats through the SeatSmart
programme, thus preventing highly recyclable metal and plastic from going to landfill.
The cost to recycle a seat in Lower Hutt is $15, thanks to a subsidy from the Hutt City Council. Besides keeping seats out of
landfill recycling them also helps provide employment for people who have a disability or are disadvantaged or marginalised as
some of the dismantling is done by social enterprises.
Lower Hutt has a collection site at Baby on the Move Lower Hutt. For more information please visit www.seatsmart.co.nz

Artrageous Kids Holiday programme
Aimed at children aged 5-12 years. Our classes provide a space for all children to explore at their own pace; chaotic or careful,
gingerly or with gusto, tiptoeing or tromping. Our aim is to draw out their creativity, not stuff things in! Find out more about us on
our website artrageouskids.co.nz. Bookings essential!
Creative Christmas programme: 16 – 23 Dec 2019
Summer Adventure programme: 6 – 31 Jan 2020
Venue: Poneke Dojo, Prince of Wales Park, Salisbury Tce, Mt Cook, Wellington

8.30am–3:00pm $69 and after care 3:00pm-5.15pm $15
Bookings available at enrolmy.com/artrageous-kids
Big Kids (Olderageous) Holiday programme
Our BIG KIDS programme is aimed at children aged 10-14 years. Providing them with a space,
focused adult attention and loads of resources. This programme is tailored to draw out older
children’s interest in
creating and using their imagination and creativity in a hilariously fun atmosphere. Find out more
about us on our website artrageouskids.co.nz. Bookings essential.
Creative Christmas programme: 16 – 23 Dec 2019
Summer Adventure programme: 13 – 24 Jan 2020
Venue varies (please refer to our booking site) : Poneke Dojo, Prince of Wales Park, Salisbury Tce,

Mt Cook, Wellington, or the Pavillion at Wellington High School, Taranaki St, Mt Cook, Wellington
8.30am–3:00pm $69 and after care 3:00pm-5.15pm $15
Bookings available at enrolmy.com/artrageous-kids2016

Lower Hutt Kelly Sports Holiday Programme
We are opening on the following dates:
Mon 16th December - Fri 20th December 2019
Mon 6th January 2020 - Fri 10th January 2020
Mon 13th January 2020 - 17th January 2020
Tues 21st January 2020 - Fri 24th January 2020
Mon 27th January 2020 - Fri 31st January 2020
Mon 3rd February and Tues 4th February 2020
Bookings will open online on Friday 14th November 2019 for both December and January School Holiday Programme. We are just finalising
our timetable for these holidays the timetable won't be available until Friday 29th November 2019

