PARENTS NEWSLETTER
TERM 4, WEEK 5
15 November 2019
Tēnā koutou katoa
Welcome to mid-November… the countdown to the end of the year has begun!
Recent images…

Last week, four of our senior student councillors joined with me in leading devotions
for 350 students at The Wellesley College in Days Bay. It was such a privilege to
share God’s word at another school and for our interactive session on Luke 15 ‘The
Parable of the Lost Sheep’ to be so well received that we have been invited back in
2020.
Maranatha Christian School is currently taking part in a research project, led by Erika
(an art teacher from Cornerstone Christian School), called the ‘Voice of Vision’. Many
schools in our Kahui Ako (Community of Christian Schools) are participating in this
research which explores and celebrates the outworking of God’s vision in each of His
schools.
As an art teacher, Erika uses visual representations to frame her research. In
preparation for her visit, I gave Kotare students a challenge to showcase our L.I.F.E
values through images (photovoice). The results were well considered, visually
interesting and showed a clear understanding of what it means to be a Christ-centred
learner.
Yesterday, Mrs Copp and the school choir visited St Marks Church School in
Wellington where they performed as part of the regional ‘Kid’s Sing Festival’. They
sang three songs in front of five other choirs and were complemented on their soloists
and the lovely tone of the choir.
How encouraging it is that God’s light on Belmont Hill is shining so brightly around the
region through His children.
Looking ahead…
Our end of year Prize Giving Evening is Tuesday 10 December
Please save the date and look out for more information coming soon.
Kia pai tō rā whakatā (Have a fantastic weekend).
In His love
Steve Farrand
Principal

How good and pleasant it is when God's
people live together in unity. Psalm 133 (NIV)
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Coming up!
Tuesday, 19 November
Thursday, 21 November
Friday, 22 November
Saturday, 23 November
Thursday, 5 December
Tuesday, 10 December
Wednesday, 11 December
Wednesday, 18 December

Interzone Athletics
Assembly
Year 6 & 7 Leavers Afternoon Tea, 2.30 - 3.30 pm
Year 7&8 Technology
PTA End of Year Pool Party
Year 8 Graduation Evening, 6 - 9 pm
Prizegiving at Hope Centre, 6 - 8 pm
Certificate Assembly in pm
Last day of Term 4. School finishes at 1.00 pm

2020 Term Dates
Term 1:
Term 2:
Term 3:
Term 4:

Tuesday, 4 February - Thursday, 9 April
Tuesday, 28 April - Friday, 3 July
Monday, 20 July - Friday, 25 September
Monday, 12 October - Wednesday, 16 December

Gentle Reminder:
A recent visitor to our school expressed a concern that
pre-schoolers were being left in vehicles while siblings were
being collected after school. To assist our families at pickup
times we have amended our parking process to allow families
with pre-schoolers priority parking on the lower court. Please
refer to the updated parking process attached.
Prizegiving - Tuesday 10 December
Prizegiving will be held at Hope Centre. This is a significant event in
our school calendar as we come together to celebrate the great
things that God has done at Maranatha Christian School during
2019. We will also enjoy student performances and acknowledge
those who have achieved excellence throughout the year.
Please note, we would like all students and family/whanau to attend Prizegiving
and you are welcome to invite extended family also. Please advise your child’s
teacher, as soon as possible, if your child/ren are unable to attend.
The criteria for determining award recipients is detailed in the attached document.
Please note, not all students will receive an award, however, Prizegiving will
celebrate all students at Maranatha Christian School.

L.I.F.E. Award Certificates
Congratulations to the following children who received LIFE Awards at our
assembly on Tuesday 5 November:
Kyle - Excellence
Makenzie - Excellence
Aria - Love
Soraya - Integrity
Dylan - Excellence
Edmund - Love
Nikolai - Faith
Carla - Integrity
Elisha - Love
Jayda - Integrity
Rebekah - Excellence
Tinaye - Integrity
Olivia R - Excellence
Matthew S - Love

L.I.F.E.
A L.I.F.E. in Christ is the basis of our values

Love:

We love as God loves us

Integrity:

We live by the example set by Christ

Faith:

We believe and trust God for all things

Excellence:

We aim high, doing our best for God
and His Kingdom

Some Important Reminders:


Arrival Time: A reminder that students may arrive at school from 8.30 am onwards.
Please refrain from dropping students off earlier than this as the school cannot provide
supervision.



Departures/Pick Ups: Due to new Health and Safety measures put in place as a result of
our full school role, all parents are to collect their children from classrooms or the courtyard.
We no longer allow students to play on the courts while waiting for parents due to vehicle
movements at this time. For parents who are unable to collect students before 3.10 pm,
please contact the school office for information on after school care.

Congratulations
Talya was accepted into the
Royal New Zealand School of
Dance in their scholar

program. She auditioned
against children from all over
New Zealand and was one of
only a handful chosen.
Well done Talya!

Scholastic Book
Club
The final Book Club
brochure for the year is
now available. We will
not be distributing it to everyone,
however if you particularly would like a
hard copy sent home, please contact
Susanna on
Susannag@maranatha.school.nz. Thank
you to all those who have supported us
and enabled us to get books for the
library this year.

This term’s scheduled reviews are:
Education Outside the Classroom /
Sun Protection.
Attached to this newsletter is a letter
outlining the process. We would
appreciate you taking a few minutes to
read it and submit any comments
before the end of Term. We value your
input.

Congratulations Elise...
for receiving a Cup and Certificate for the “Best all round Junior” of the
25th Hutt Valley Branch of The Girl’s Brigade NZ.
The 25th Hutt Valley Branch meets on Tuesdays during term time at St
Margaret’s Presbyterian Church in Silverstream from 5.45 - 7.15 pm. If
you’re interested in joining for 2020 contact Delwyn at delschina@gmail.com
or on 976 9116.

Choral Federation Wellington Kids’ Sing
Maranatha's very own "Maranatha Gospel Choir" participated in The New Zealand Choral
Federation Wellington Kids' Sing on Thursday, 14 November at St Mark’s Church School in
Wellington. There were 13 choirs taking part in the event and each choir sang two pieces.
Well done to all of our children that participated.

Public Notices
Thinking of Selling? Talk to Tony!
Tony Pitiroi has been gifting $250 from every house he sells to
Maranatha over the past four years—we are truly blessed to
have received these gifts. Please give Tony a call on
021 562 564 if you are considering selling. Thank you Tony!
Do you make and sell any crafts, jams, cards, Knitted wear, Christmas decorations etc?
Miramar Christian School Fair/Party
- Saturday Dec 7, 11am-2pm (any one having a stall needs to be on site and set up by 10.30am)
- $20 for a table space
- So as not to conflict with the school cafe we do not want cake stalls.
So far we have a LEGO stall and a Lollies stall already booked in…
Please contact Ben Edwards on 0224015720 (call or text) or email youth@gatewaybaptist.org.nz
Hutt City Libraries Summer Reading Challenge 2019-20
 International research shows the 'summer slide' (where reading gains slip over the long summer hol-

idays) is a major barrier to ongoing literacy achievement
Tamariki who have access to books and learning experiences during the long holidays show less of a
decrease (or even an improvement!) in their reading levels when they return to kura/school
 The Big Read motivates tamariki to read books and participate in activities. Our friendly librarians
are always available to provide support


Any child aged 0-12 years can sign up for the challenge at any of our eight Hutt City Libraries from 1 December. The entire whānau can join in, this year we have The Little Read for ages 0-5 years; The Big
Read for ages 5-12; and Explore, Read, Relax for rangatahi and adults. It’s a great way to support your
child’s reading and help them maintain the reading achievements they have made throughout the school
year, even while on holiday!
More details at library.huttcity.govt.nz and at all Hutt City Libraries.
Grand Training Holiday/
After School Programmes
Come along and learn valuable skills at Grand
Training. We specialise in
helping children with information technology and
mathematics. If you want
to learn to send a secret
message, or build a game,
or make cool posters and
documents, then we would
love to have you along.
Check out our website
www.grandtraining.co.nz
for details

