Newsletter

Friday, 14 May 2021 (Term 2, Week 2)
Tēnā koutou katoa
Welcome back to Term 2.
I pray that you are staying warm and well as we head towards a season of winter sports, flannel sheets, frosty
mornings and icy vehicles in the driveway.
During the recent school holidays, there was a buzz of activity in and around school. Trees were felled on the top
bank, staff undertook first aid refresher training and our senior student councillors, Zek and Bella, represented the
school at the ANZAC Day Wreath Laying Ceremony at the Lower Hutt Cenotaph. While there, they had the
opportunity to speak with mayor of Lower Hutt, Campbell Barry, and arranged for him to visit our Student Council to
talk about serving and leadership.
Special Moments from past weeks…

ANZAC Service, Tree Felling & First Aid Training & Kara’s Farwell Assembly / Morning Tea
This term our theme is God is our Provider and students will explore and unpack what being good stewards of
God’s creation looks like. Key concepts of stewardship will be explored through a sustainability focus - reducing
waste, reusing (or upcycling) items as well as recycling.
Please click the link below to see a copy of our Planning Overview for 2021.
MCS Planning Overview 2021 - CLICK HERE!
Preparations are about to commence for upcoming building works to replace the external wooden doors and window
frames in Piwakawaka and Ruru, removal of asbestos based cladding from the courtyard area (high up) as well as
replacement of laser light roofing on the deck outside Kakariki and the Library. Finally, significant ground works will
be undertaken on the lower court to retain the bank, thereby preventing further slippage and related damage to the
asphalt and fencing.
I would like to thank the MFB for their ongoing investment in the school by improving the grounds and buildings.
Building activity is scheduled to commence during the next school holidays, we will keep you informed of
developments through Special Bulletins.
A Friendly Reminder… Maranatha Christian School has a Uniform and Standard of Dress Code. This is found in
our parent handbook located on our school website or available in hard copy (by request) from the school office.
Please click the link below to see our Parent Handbook 2021 (Updated May)
MCS Parent Information Handbook (Updated May) - CLICK HERE!
A uniform promotes a sense of belonging, unity and care for appearance.
Please support the school in ensuring that your child wears the correct uniform items and maintains a neat and
tidy appearance. If you are unsure about uniform and standard of dress requirements, please discuss this with the
Principal or School Office.

(Continued)
Please note…
The requirement for boys' hair to be short has now been changed to ‘tidy’.
Boys hair is still required to be presentable (tidy), out of the eyes, off the face and off the shirt collar, however, longer
hair can now be styled with gel, tied back with a band or clipped, as required.
To allow for the above change, hair ties and clips etc. are no longer gender specific.
A reminder that jewellery is not permitted except for the wearing of small plain studs in ears by girls (silver or gold).
This is for Health & Safety reasons as sleeper rings and other earrings that dangle can get caught (in an active school
environment) resulting in severely damaged ears!
Also a reminder that non-uniform shoes (such as trainers) can only be worn for Physical Education or play and
lunchtime physical activity. Uniform shoes must be worn at all other times with the exception of younger students who,
at specific times, come to school in their PE gear at the teacher's direction.
In closing…
We are currently hosting Jo McLeay (MFB Chairperson) and Nadia Hay (MFB Rep) who are working with staff to
undertake a Special (Christian) Character Review of the school. This review is to identify and celebrate the wonderful
works being undertaken at Maranatha as well as areas for development. Ngā Mihi (thank you) to those who completed
the recent survey, your feedback has been overwhelmingly positive, encouraging and constructive.
Looking Ahead…
Next week we are holding Learning Conference/Goal Setting sessions. Traditionally, Learning Conferences are held
during Term 3 after mid-year reports are issued. This year, we are trialling a new approach, holding Learning
Conferences in Term 2 which enables teachers to connect with students and their whānau (families) earlier, discuss
and celebrate progress and areas of development, share aspirations and set goals together ahead of mid-year
reporting.
As a result of the change, Learning Conferences will not be held in Term 3 this year. Parents are always welcome to
request a teacher meeting during the year to discuss their child/ren’s learning, if required.
This trail will be evaluated, including student and parent feedback, to determine if there is sufficient value added to
repeat this approach in 2022.
Other upcoming events include…

•
•
•
•

NZACS (Christian Schools) Sports Day for Year 4-8 Students in Palmerston North.
Build and Play Trailer
Matariki Service & Breakfast
Human Development & Relationships Information Evening

Kia pai tō rā whakatā (Have a fantastic weekend).

In His love
Steve Farrand
Principal

Coming Up…
Monday, 17 May
Tuesday, 18 May
Wednesday, 19 May
Thursday, 20 May
Friday, 21 May
Saturday, 22 May
Thursday, 27 May
Tuesday, 1 June
Thursday, 3 June
Monday, 7 June
Friday, 11 June
Monday, 14 June
Tuesday, 22 June
Tuesday, 6 July
Friday, 9 July

Scholastic orders due
Learning Conferences
Learning Conferences
Learning Conferences (Zoom only)
NZACS Sports Day, Year 4-8 (Palmerston North)
Working Bee 2-5pm
BoT Meeting
Central Zone Cross Country
Central Zone Cross Country Postponement Date
Queen’s Birthday (Public Holiday)
Fun Day
Build and Play trailer onsite for two weeks
Welcome Assembly 2-3pm
Matariki Breakfast 7-8.30am
Term 2 Ends

Notices:
Scholastic Book Club
The latest brochure for the year was sent home earlier this week. The brochure can be viewed online
http://www.scholastic.co.nz/schools/book-club/. Please ensure that orders are placed by Monday, 17 May
2021. Happy reading!
Bus notice
Never walk in front of the bus. This also applies at bus stops, always walk only behind never in front of the bus.
Do not park in the bus stop at school. The bus will be parking here in the mornings also to let students off.
Working Bee – Change of date
We are running a Small Working Bee at MCS on Saturday the 22nd of May. Requiring people with a can-do
attitude to be available to help between 2pm and 5pm. We would really appreciate as many people as possible
willing to help out and get some jobs completed around school. Many hands make light work! Key work areas
will be cleaning out of the basement onto trailers, and installing dispensers around school (which will require
someone with basic building skills). If anyone would like to do some gardening, you are welcome to! If you
would like to help with gardening, please bring along any gardening equipment such as brooms, secateurs,
wheelbarrows, etc, and bring gloves if you're keen to help clean out the basement, as this will include broken
furniture and scrap metal. Firewood is available for a koha (donation). Mulch is also available for a koha. Please
let the office know by Thursday, 20th May if you can help.
Learning Conferences
Next week Learning Conferences will be taking place on Tuesday – Thursday. Please remember to check your
child/ren’s time slot and date on Operoo as there will be no reminder from school.
We will be holding Learning Conferences to provide an opportunity for students, parents, and teachers to sit
together to review and discuss student learning and well-being so far this year, and to set some goals for the
year to come. Conferences are 20 minutes long and children are expected to be present.
You are welcome to collect your child/ren from school early on Tuesday (1.30 pm) and Thursday (1.30 pm)
however please note that the bus will be running on it's usual timetable. Children who are not picked up early
will be looked after in the hall by Mr Farrand and released once their parent collects them.
Please note that the Music Bus will be on site on Tuesday afternoon as usual, with lessons continuing to be
held. The school bus will run on its normal schedule.

Excerpt from the Parent Handbook regarding the Uniform Code
Uniform and Standard of Dress (Updated May 2021)
Maranatha Christian School is a uniform school. We believe that wearing a uniform promotes a sense of
belonging, unity and care for appearance. All clothing should be clean, neat, and tidy and named clearly.
Parents, please support the school in ensuring your child wears the correct uniform items and maintains a
neat and tidy uniform appearance. Uniform is to be worn as detailed on the Uniform Graphics page in the
Appendix. If you are unsure about uniform and standard of dress requirements, please discuss these with the
Principal or School Office.
Special Notes
• Summer sandals may be worn in Terms 1 and 4, must be black but should not be a type of jandal.
• Closed shoes may be worn all year round. These must be all black leather-type lace-up, buckle-up or
velcro traditional school shoes with black laces, rounded toe and with no ornaments (no suede, skate,
canvas, converse or sneaker type shoes). Refer to Appendix of approved sandals and shoes.
• During Terms 1 & 4 (summer), school hats must be worn by students when outside.
• Girls’ hair is to be out of the eyes, off the face, and tied back if longer than shoulder length.
• Hair ties, ribbons, clips and headbands must be plain in style and colour (navy blue, red, white, brown or
black).
• Boys’ hair is to be tidy, out of the eyes, off the face and off the shirt collar.
• Hairstyles that include shaved markings and artificial colourings are not permitted.
• If hair extensions/braids/weaves are used by girls, these are to be a natural hair colour.
• Jewellery is not permitted except for the wearing of small plain studs in ears by girls (silver or gold).
• Wrist watches are permitted.
• Makeup is not permitted; this includes nail polish.
Students are required to bring a note from a parent/caregiver if they are for any reason unable to wear, or be
provided with, the correct uniform.
Anzac Day photos
April 25th - Civic Service and Wreath Laying Ceremony at the Cenotaph, ANZAC Memorial Lawn,
Riddiford Garden, Lower Hutt. Thank you Mr Farrand, Mrs Parlane, Isabella and Zekaryah for representing
Maranatha Christian School and laying the wreath.

Fun Day – 11th June
Hello parents/caregivers and students,
We are informing you about a fun day coming up on the 11th of June Friday Week 6. It is to be called Formal
Friday for the 4 senior classes and Dress up Day for the juniors. Juniors may dress up as any Superhero or
Disney character they like, as long as it is appropriate for their age and the school values. We are excited to tell
you that seniors are allowed to dress up in fancy clothes with accessories e.g. bracelets, handbags, hats & bow
ties. The school takes no responsibility for any lost items and this a gold coin donation towards the David Tyler
School.
P.S. If you choose not to participate, then you will be expected to wear school uniform.
Thank you. Student Council

Public Notices:

Thinking of Selling? Talk to Tony!
Tony Pitiroi has been gifting $250 from every house he sells to Maranatha over the past four years – we are truly
blessed to have received these gifts. Please give Tony a call on 021 562 564 if you are considering selling. Thank
you Tony!
Whitby Collegiate Open Day
Whitby Collegiate is the first co-educational, independent college in the
Wellington region, giving us a rare ability to create a place where all students
are happy, generous achievers. We believe in small classes, big thinking,
individual attention and collective responsibility - all focused on helping
children be the very best that they can be, in every aspect of their lives.
Our Open Day on Sunday 16 May from 11am - 1pm is an opportunity for
you to come along and enjoy a tour of our campus and meet our friendly
staff and students. Register online at whitbycollegiate.school.nz
or call us on 04 234 1070

Have you got one of those kids who loves to be outside, has a thirst for biking, loves a day out,
is just an all-round outdoor enthusiast and a good egg? Well bring them along to the Dirt Duathlon
adventure racing series. June, July and August 2021 based between Wellington and the Horowhenua.
Each event is approx. 3-4hrs.Minimum age is 10 and must be accompanied by an adult.
This is some serious fun! www.dirtduathlon.co.nz

SOLWAY COLLEGE OPEN DAY
SATURDAY 15 May 2021 10:00 am – 2:00 pm

Our Open Day gives prospective students and their families and our community the opportunity to see what Solway College has
to offer. For your information we are an integrated Year 7 to Year 13 day and boarding school for girls. We are a small school
with Christian and family values. Most of our students enrol in Years 7, 8 or 9. We accept students from all walks of life and our
students have a wide variety of sports, cultural, service and academic opportunities.
www.solwaycollege.school.nz

We have a Girls Only Programme on Friday's from 3.30pm - 4.30pm at Eastern Hutt. Focusing on
building girls self-esteem, confidence, positive well-being and their social development including
cooperation, communication, fair play and interaction. This programme is a games-based programme
will enable the girls to engage with each other in a positive and fun environment. Encouraging their
enthusiasm for sports and life skills that such involvement brings - giving them confidence to join
sports clubs and teams in the future. We aim to develop and enhance ball skills, catching, kicking,
throwing, co-operative skills and teamwork while improving strength, flexibility, hand/eye co-ordination
and spatial awareness through game play. It’s the best way to learn. To enrol please
visit www.kellysports.co.nz/lower-hutt

