Newsletter
Friday, 1 October 2021 (Term 3, Week 10)
Tēnā koutou katoa, Whānau
As Term 3 comes to an end, we could dwell on the difficulties faced over the past term, or we can take
comfort in the knowledge that through Christ our Lord, we are equipped to overcome, not in our own
strength, but in His.
When Jesus was talking with his disciples about the time that was nearing when He would no longer be
with them on earth, He encouraged them by saying…
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But
take heart! I have overcome the world.” John 16:33 (NIV)
We have been able to achieve many things at Maranatha Christian School this term. From learning
about God’s faithfulness, to David Tyler School events, home learning to Kapa Haka and Māori
Language Week activities, refugee and Uganda days, to specialty subjects for our Year 7&8 students at
Avalon Intermediate… we can do all things through Christ who gives us strength (Philippians 4:13).
I would like to say a big Thank You to those who were able to join our Charter & Strategic Plan Zoom
meeting last week. This important consultation will determine the direction of the school over the next
five years. Please take the time to complete the shared survey.
The attached Special Bulletin introduces our new administrator, Mrs Vivian Ayers, who will join the
team in the school office from the commencement of Term 4.
Special Moments from recent weeks…

Uganda Day, Pyjama / Fort Building Day, Cultural Day Parade & Farewell to Mrs Reinders
Looking Ahead…
In the first week of Term 4, we welcome the Life Education Trust back to Maranatha, along with Harold
the Giraffe. This year’s programme will focus on healthy bodies. Our Human Development and
Relationships unit will be taught in the weeks that follow.
On Tuesday 26 October a ‘Human Development & Relationships’ unit Information Evening will be
held at school. This will include consultation about our wider Heath Curriculum. Further information will
follow early in the new term.
Finally, on Wednesday 27 October Hope Centre will be hosting a Cyber Safety evening that we
encourage you to attend. This presentation will not be suitable for children.
He hōnore, he korōria ki te Atua (Honour and Glory to God).
Have a blessed school holiday.
Ngā Mihi,
Steve Farrand
Principal

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and
do not be afraid.”
John 14:27 (NIV)

Coming Up…
Saturday, 9 October
PTA Pool Party – Cancelled
Monday, 18 October
First day of Term 4
Monday, 18 October – Friday 22 October
Life Education Bus onsite
Wednesday, 20 October
Year 8 Technology (make up session)
Friday, 22 October
Year 7&8 Technology
Monday, 25 October
Labour Day
Tuesday, 26 October
Teacher’s only day (School Closed)
Health Curriculum Consultation – 7.00-8.00pm (at Maranatha Christian School)
Cut-off for Term 3, 2022 enrolment applications
Wednesday, 27 October
Our Kids Online - Cyber Safety Evening, 7-9pm (Hope Centre)
Year 8 Technology (make up session)
Friday, 29 October
Year 7&8 Technology
Wednesday, 3 November
School Photos
Tuesday, 23 November
Welcome Assembly
Tuesday, 7 December
Celebration Evening
Tuesday, 14 December
Certificate Assembly
Wednesday, 15 December
Last day of Term 4

Notices:
Term Dates for 2022
Term 1 – Thursday, 3 February – Thursday, 14 April
Term 2 – Monday, 2 May – Friday, 8 July
Term 3 – Monday, 25 July – Friday, 30 September
Term 4 – Monday, 17 October – Friday, 16 December

Reminders
-

The cut-off date for all Term 3, 2022 enrolment applications is on 26 October (for any student
turning 5 between 8 June and 29 August 2022).

-

Please let the school office know if your child will be leaving Maranatha at the end of the year.

-

Term 4 – Summer uniforms. No Sunhat = No outside play, so please remind your children to
bring their sunhats.

-

Please send your children to school with their drink bottle, the water fountains are turned on during
Level 2.

PTA Pool Party
Unfortunately the PTA have had to cancel the Pool Party scheduled for the 9 th of October due to the Covid
restrictions. Please keep an eye out for another fun event in Term 4!

Bus Update
From the commencement of Term 2 there will be two school buses running, one will cover Upper Hutt and
the other will cover Lower Hutt. Further information will be sent out to bus families later next week. (In the
middle of the School Holidays).

Message from Mrs Reinders
Dear Maranatha Whanau,
What a wonderful surprise sat waiting for me on my desk on Monday morning! A HUGE basket full of
all sorts of goodies given with such love from so many of the Maranatha parents. Thank you all SO
much! I feel very humbled and blessed by your kindness. And the blessings didn't stop there! The rest
of the week continued to be full of surprises when class after class came into the office to pray with me,
sing Waiata and give adorably written and decorated letters and cards - what an absolute blessing to be
part of such a wonderful community. Being a Christian is wonderful enough, but being part of the wider
Maranatha Christian family is a tremendous blessing - a real foretaste of heaven.
I have loved all of my time at Maranatha over the last 20 years. I can still remember coming to school
for the first time with my eldest daughter and feeling very shy and out of place in this new world. But
right from the start the teachers and office staff at Maranatha were wonderful and made us feel right at
home. This continued for all my four children with so many happy memories. I am especially grateful for
the many prayers from the teachers for not only my children but they also prayed with me - they taught
me so much! Coming from a Reformed background, I was not used to the Pentecostal way of praying
together in "any and every situation" - but I am forever thankful to the Lord that He brought me to
Maranatha which taught me also how to do that.
The Maranatha family was also a huge support for me after the loss of my husband of 26 years,
Andrew, in 2016 - what a blessing it was to be surrounded by such love!
I have also always LOVED that Maranatha is made up of so many different denominations, and that we
all serve the same Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ - what a blessing to have such unity in our school.
I started working in the school office 9 years ago when my youngest daughter was 5 years old. It was
only meant to have been for one year while Andrew was out of work - my how time flies! I will really
miss the contact with so many parents. I really enjoyed meeting many of you when you were also
"newbies" at school and even well before that when you were enquiring about getting into Maranatha. It
used to give me so much joy being able to phone up anxious parents to give them the good news that
their son/daughter had been accepted! And then what a blessing to be able to continue to chat and say
hello to many of you either via email or face to face at school every day.
And last but not least I will definitely miss the children - what a blessing to see these little ones growing
in their faith and love for the Lord during their time at Maranatha. I will miss their hugs and cheeky little
grins very much!
This has turned into a much longer farewell than I envisioned, but I pray that God will continue to bless
Maranatha School - its staff, its parents, and its children. I'll leave you with this blessing from Numbers
6:24 - 26:
"The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make His face shine upon you,
And be gracious to you;
The Lord turn His face toward you and give you peace."
Take care and God bless,
Wilma aka "Mrs Reinders in the office"

PJ & Fort Day
Last week the students enjoyed a pyjama day organised by Kakariki Class. During the day they
competed in a fort making challenge. Below are some of the wonderful creations, and the (socially
spaced classes in the courtyard) awaiting the announcement of the winning classes and Tui with
their class prize.
- Tui won Judges choice 1st place.
- Ruru took out the ‘people’s choice’ award. (They were voted at the best class by the
children.)
Well done to all of the creative students on Tui and Ruru Classes.

Congratulations Amelia and Levi
Levi and Amelia took two dance exams this week, one if which were their Medal dance. They both
received a medal. They worked hard and the hard work paid off. Well done Amelia and Levi.

Refugee Day
Photos of Refugee day. What an eye opening experience for the senior students.

Junior Uganda Day
The Junior classes experience a different learning environment during their Uganda
Day. They sat on bench seats and each had a board to use for their school work. There
were no print outs and some of the students discovered how challenging it could be to
have to write everything out by hand. Chris Dugdale joined the children for part of the
day as our representative for David Tyler school.
The children in Tui and Kakariki classes had created money boxes earlier in the Term.
These were made to encourage saving for David Tyler school and the children raised a
total of $734.80. This is on top of the special fundraiser event days held over the last
two weeks. Special mention to Scarlette for your saving efforts and to Mia for selling 80
cupcakes to raise a large amount to donate to David Tyler School!

Charter Survey
Kia ora Koutou, Maranatha Whānau (Including MFB and Church Pastors)
The Board of Trustees has begun the next stage of planning for the future of Maranatha Christian
School. This is part of our legal obligations and is called "Strategic Planning" which forms part of
our charter.
This process takes time and involves more than just the Board of Trustees and provides a great
opportunity for you to have an input into the future of the school. We want to determine the school's
"Vision" and identify the main "Strategic Goals" in order to gain a clear, exciting direction for the
next 3-5 years. Naturally, everything will be geared towards ongoing improvement in Teaching,
Learning and Achievement in a Biblical context. We want to hear as many prayers, ideas, thoughts
and dreams on the future of the school as we can.
Once all feedback has been collected and collated, the Senior Leadership Team and Board of
Trustees (including Maranatha Foundation Board representatives) will come together for a "pulling
it all together" session with Mr Al Fone from Sharp Governance. Al is a Christian with years of
experience supporting State and State Integrated School Boards of Trustees. Al assisted with our
previous charter development and we look forward to working with him again. During this session
with Al, a clear vision of the future will emerge. This is the board's final phase of creating the
Strategic Plan which will be shared with the community once finalised.
We very much value your prayers and input throughout this process.
Ngā Mihi & Blessings
Steve Farrand
Principal

Rohan Wong
BoT Chairperson

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------For those that have not yet had the opportunity to contribute their feedback, please see the
links below...
Please click on the following link to see the recent zoom session that explains
the consultation process and Google Survey.
MCS Charter & Strategic Plan Consultation Video (2021) CLICK HERE!
This video has been edited with the removal of writing time for participants, whereby reducing the
recording time down from 1 hour to 30 minutes. If you choose to use the video as a survey guide,
please pause at the writing points.
Please click on the following link to access the Google Survey. This is where your feedback will be
recorded.
MCS Charter & Strategic Consultation (Google Survey) CLICK HERE!

Public Notices:

Thinking of Selling? Talk to Tony!
Tony Pitiroi has been gifting $250 from every house he sells to Maranatha over the past four years
– we are truly blessed to have received these gifts. Please give Tony a call on 021 562 564 if you
are considering selling. Thank you Tony!
Kelly Sports FUN FOR GIRLS programme:
"Our aim for our Fun for Girls Programme is to enable the girls to engage
with each other in a positive and fun environment. Encouraging their
enthusiasm for physical activity and life skills that such involvement brings,
giving them confidence to join teams and sports clubs in the future.
In term 4 we are covering: Badminton, Handball, Frisbee, Beach Cricket,
Team Building.
To find out more information and to enrol your child head over to our
website www.kellysports.co.nz/lowerhutt.
Kelly Mini Sports:

in

"Get your little sports star off to a great start with Kelly Mini Sports. Our
three entertaining programmes are specially designed to teach your toddler
or preschooler essential skills and a lifelong love of sports. They're also a
great place for parents to socialise.
Our programmes encourage your under 5s to love being active. Our trained
coaches use a dynamic combination of fun and music to teach skills that are
essential for physical and social development. Your kids will enjoy
themselves so much they won't even realise they're learning.
The sports we cover are Rugby, Cricket, Tennis, Soccer and Basketball.
When and Where:
Wednesday's at Koraunui Stokes Valley Community Hub
Thursday's at Hutt Indoor Sports, Moera, Lower Hutt
If you would like to find out more, head over to our
website www.kellyminisports.co.nz"
Kelly Sports Holiday Programme:
'Welcome to Kelly Sports Multi Sport Holiday Programme. This Sports based
holiday programme will give your children the opportunity to try different
sports, learn new skills, build their self-confidence, friendships and most
importantly have a huge amount of fun through play!!
These holidays we will be covering Soccer, Rippa Rugby, Hockey, Netball,
Cricket and much more
Trip Days on Wednesday's - Laserforce and Arcade Games and Movies and
Maidstone Max Park.
To enrol, head over to our website www.kellysports.co.nz/lower-hutt"

Staglands Free Kids Meal On Us...
Kia ora koutou, our Wild Trail Challenge is back for the School
Holidays (2nd - 17th October).
Take on The Challenge and get free kids’ meal on us from The
Staglands Café!
To take part simply download and print the Challenge
Sheet HERE and bring it to Staglands when you visit. Then
complete the challenge and claim your reward.

